
Dear Scott Dearest Zelda - A Tale of Literary
Greatness

The story of F. Scott Fitzgerald, one of America's greatest writers, and his wife
Zelda Fitzgerald is a remarkable tale of love, passion, and tragedy. Their lives
were an embodiment of the Roaring Twenties, a time of excesses and shattered
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dreams. This article takes you on a journey through their extraordinary lives, the
impact they had on each other, and their enduring legacy in the world of literature.

The Beginning of an Iconic Love Story

F. Scott Fitzgerald first met Zelda Sayre in 1918 at a dance in Montgomery,
Alabama. He was captivated by her boundless energy, captivating beauty, and
charm. This encounter sparked a romance that would transcend geographical
boundaries and societal norms.
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The couple's relationship was often tumultuous, marked by their shared love for
partying and revelry. They became notorious figures in the Jazz Age, embracing
the exuberant atmosphere of the time. Their escapades fueled Fitzgerald's
writing, providing inspiration for his works such as "The Great Gatsby" and
"Tender is the Night."

A Life of Glamour and Excess
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The Fitzgeralds were known for their lavish lifestyle, living on both sides of the
Atlantic. They were constantly in the spotlight, attending extravagant parties and
social events. Their extravagant lifestyle, however, took a toll on their relationship.

Zelda, in particular, struggled with mental health issues throughout her life. She
was diagnosed with schizophrenia and spent periods in mental institutions.
Despite her illness, Zelda continued to write and express herself creatively. Her
novel, "Save Me the Waltz," is a fictionalized account of her life with Scott.

Their Impact on Literature

Both F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald made significant contributions to the literary
landscape of the 20th century.

F. Scott Fitzgerald's works, such as "The Great Gatsby," continue to be revered
for their exploration of the American Dream and the disillusionment of the post-
war era. His writing style, characterized by lyrical prose and acute social
observations, has solidified his position as one of the great American writers.

Zelda, on the other hand, brought a unique perspective to the literary world. Her
writing often showcased her vivacity and the struggles she faced as a woman in a
patriarchal society. She challenged the conventional role of women through her
characters and explored themes of identity and mental health.

A Tragic End to a Legendary Love Story

The final years of Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald's lives were marred by tragedy.
Scott struggled with alcoholism and was unable to replicate his earlier success.
Zelda's mental health took a toll on their relationship, leading to periods of
separation and ultimately their tragic end.



In 1940, while Scott was working on his final novel, "The Last Tycoon," Zelda
tragically died in a fire at the Highland Mental Hospital. This event devastated
Scott, and he passed away just a few years later, leaving behind a legacy of
brilliance and unfulfilled potential.

The Enduring Legacy

Despite their turbulent lives, the Fitzgeralds left an indelible mark on American
literature. Their stories, fueled by their own experiences and the societal changes
of the time, continue to resonate with readers today. They embodied the spirit of
the Roaring Twenties, a period of newfound freedoms and shattered dreams.

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald's combined literary contributions have cemented their
place in history. Their lives serve as a reminder of the complex and often tragic
nature of creativity. They continue to inspire writers and readers alike, keeping
their legacy alive for generations to come.
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“Pure and lovely…to read Zelda’s letters is to fall in love with her.” —The
Washington Post

Edited by renowned Jackson R. Bryer and Cathy W. Barks, with an by Scott and
Zelda Fitzgerald's granddaughter, Eleanor Lanahan, this compilation of over three
hundred letters tells the couple's epic love story in their own words.

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald's devotion to each other endured for more than
twenty-two years, through the highs and lows of his literary success and
alcoholism, and her mental illness. In Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda, over 300 of their
collected love letters show why theirs has long been heralded as one of the
greatest love stories of the 20th century.

Edited by renowned Fitzgerald scholars Jackson R. Bryer and Cathy W. Barks,
with an by Scott and Zelda's granddaughter, Eleanor Lanahan, this is a welcome
addition to the Fitzgerald literary canon.
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