
Create Stunning Flower Trims Using Ribbon:
A Vintage Notions Sewing Guide
Floral trims can add a touch of elegance and charm to any sewing project, be it
clothing, home decor, or accessories. Among the many materials you can use for
creating flower trims, ribbon fabric stands out for its versatility and timeless
appeal. In this guide, we'll explore the art of making beautiful flower trims with
ribbon fabric, using vintage notions sewing techniques that have stood the test of
time.

Understanding the Beauty of Vintage Ribbon Fabrics

Vintage ribbon fabrics possess a unique allure that sets them apart from
contemporary materials. Their intricate designs, vibrant colors, and textured feel
evoke a sense of nostalgia and elegance. By incorporating these vintage
elements into our flower trims, we can create stunning accessories that are both
stylish and timeless.

The Essential Tools and Materials

Before we dive into the process of creating flower trims, let's take a look at the
essential tools and materials you'll need for this project. Gathering everything you
need beforehand will ensure a seamless experience. Here's what you'll need:
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Ribbon fabric in various colors and widths

Scissors

Needle and thread

Fabric glue

Buttons, beads, or other embellishments

A pen or chalk for marking

Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Flower Trims

Now that you have all the necessary tools and materials, let's proceed to the
step-by-step process of creating your own beautiful flower trims. Follow these
instructions and unlock your creativity:

Step 1: Choose Your Ribbon Fabrics

Select a variety of ribbon fabrics in different colors and widths to create a diverse
range of flower trims. Mix and match colors and experiment with different textures
to achieve the desired effect.

Step 2: Determine the Flower Shape

Using a pen or chalk, draw the outline of the flower shape you want to create on
the ribbon fabric. You can opt for classic roses, simple daisies, or more intricate
designs like peonies or sunflowers. Let your imagination guide you.

Step 3: Cut and Fold the Ribbon
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Carefully cut out the flower shape you drew on the ribbon fabric. Once cut, fold
the ribbon in a manner that creates the desired petal shape for your flower.
Experiment with different folding techniques to add depth and dimension to your
trim.

Step 4: Sew or Glue the Petals

To secure the petal shape, either sew or use fabric glue along the folded edges.
Sewing will provide a more sturdy and long-lasting finish, while fabric glue offers
a quicker alternative. Choose the method that suits your expertise and
preference.

Step 5: Embellish and Personalize

To add extra flair to your flower trims, consider embellishing them with buttons,
beads, or other decorations. Get creative and experiment with different
combinations until you achieve the desired look. These embellishments will make
your trims truly unique and eye-catching.

Using Vintage Notions Sewing Techniques

Vintage notions sewing techniques involve using traditional methods that were
popular in the past. These techniques can enhance the authenticity and vintage
appeal of your flower trims. Consider incorporating the following techniques:

Hand-sewing: Instead of using a sewing machine, hand-sew your trims to
embrace the nostalgic feel.

Whipstitch: Use a whipstitch to attach the petals together, creating a delicate
and traditional look.

French knots: Incorporate French knots in the center of your flowers for
added texture and vintage charm.



Ruching: Create ruched effects on the petals by loosely gathering the fabric,
adding an elegant touch.

Examples and Inspiration

To inspire your creativity, here are a few examples of stunning flower trims made
with ribbon fabric and vintage notions sewing techniques:

A red rose trim with hand-sewn petals, accented with a pearl-button center.

A daisy trim with whipstitched petals, embellished with tiny seed beads.

A peony trim with ruched petals, featuring delicate French knots in the center.

Creating beautiful flower trims with ribbon fabric and vintage notions sewing
techniques is a rewarding and enjoyable craft. Let your imagination run wild as
you experiment with different colors, shapes, and techniques to bring your vision
to life. The end result will be stunning flower trims that add a touch of timeless
elegance to any sewing project.
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They book features instructions for creating over 50 decorative trimmings made
from ribbons and fabric. Enjoy the beautiful images and be inspired by the vintage
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sewing advice.

Contents include:
-Ribbon Flowers & Fruits
-Fabric Flowers & Fruits
-Knots & Rosettes
-Flat Ribbon Trimmings
-Novelty Ribbon Trimmings
-Ribbon Bows
-Edge Finishes
-Novelty Fabric Trimmings
-Fabric Buckles & Ornaments
-Application Techniques of Trimmings

Be sure to checkout all the books in our Vintage Notions Sewing Series

Also available Vintage Notions Monthly magazine on Amazon.com or by
subscription at AmyBarickman.com.
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