
Build Bridges Not Walls - Connecting People
and Cultures

The Power of Unity

In a world that seems to be increasingly divided, it is crucial to emphasize the
importance of building bridges instead of erecting walls. Building bridges not only
connects physical structures but also brings people and cultures closer together,
fostering understanding, empathy, and unity.

Breaking Down Barriers
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When we construct walls, whether literal or metaphorical, we create divisions
between individuals, societies, and nations. These barriers hinder progress,
hinder communication, and hinder the growth of mutual respect. By choosing to
build bridges, we actively strive for inclusivity, collaboration, and harmony.
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Connecting Communities

Building bridges allows us to connect communities that have been separated by
geographical, cultural, or ideological differences. Bridges become physical
symbols of unity, providing opportunities for people to meet, exchange ideas, and
work together towards common goals.

Cultivating Understanding and Empathy

When we build bridges, we open doors to new perspectives and experiences. By
interacting with individuals from different backgrounds, we challenge our
preconceived notions and expand our understanding of the world. This leads to
increased empathy and respect for diverse cultures and ways of life.
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Promoting Cultural Exchange

Through bridges, cultural exchange thrives. When people from different cultures
come together, they share their traditions, customs, and art forms, creating a
vibrant tapestry of human heritage. This exchange results in the preservation and
celebration of cultural diversity.

Enhancing Economic Opportunities

Building bridges can also lead to wider economic benefits. Bridges enable
smoother transportation of goods and services, facilitating trade and commerce
between regions. They connect job opportunities, attract investments, and foster
economic growth.

Fostering Peaceful Coexistence

By choosing to build bridges, we contribute to creating a more peaceful world.
Bridges have historically been vital in resolving conflicts and promoting
diplomacy. They serve as meeting points for individuals who may have ideological
or political differences, encouraging fruitful dialogue and understanding.

Overcoming Fear and Division

Building bridges requires courage and a commitment to unity. It involves
overcoming fear, bridging gaps between cultures, and embracing diversity. When
we choose to build bridges instead of walls, we break free from the constraints of
division and create a society that values and celebrates its differences.

Building bridges not only connects physical structures but also connects people,
cultivates understanding, promotes cultural exchange, enhances economic
opportunities, and fosters peaceful coexistence. It is a powerful symbol of unity
and the rejection of division. Let us strive to build bridges, both in the physical



and metaphorical sense, and work towards a world that celebrates diversity and
respects the value of every individual.
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Is it possible to create a borderless world? How might it be better equipped to
solve the global emergencies threatening our collective survival? Build Bridges,
Not Walls is an inspiring, impassioned call to envision–and work toward–a bold
new reality. "Todd Miller cuts through the facile media myths and escapes the
paralyzing constraints of a political ‘debate’ that functions mainly to obscure the
unconscionable inequalities that borders everywhere secure. In its soulfulness, its
profound moral imagination, and its vision of radical solidarity, Todd Miller’s work
is as indispensable as the love that so palpably guides it."—Ben Ehrenreich,
author of Desert Notebooks: A Road Map for the End of Time "The stories of the
humble people of the earth Miller documents ask us to also tear down the walls in
our hearts and in our heads. What proliferates in the absence of these walls and
in spite of them, Miller writes, is the natural state of things centered on kindness
and compassion."—Nick Estes, author of Our History Is the Future: Standing
Rock Versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the Long Tradition of Indigenous
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Resistance By the time Todd Miller spots him, Juan Carlos has been wandering
alone in a remote border region for days. Parched, hungry and disoriented, he
approaches and asks for a ride. Miller’s instinct is to oblige, but he hesitates:
Furthering an unauthorized person’s entrance into the U.S. is a federal crime.
Todd Miller has been reporting from international border zones for over twenty-
five years. In Build Bridges, Not Walls, he invites readers to join him on a journey
that begins with the most basic of questions: What happens to our collective
humanity when the impulse to help one another is criminalized? A series of
encounters–with climate refugees, members of indigenous communities, border
authorities, modern-day abolitionists, scholars, visionaries, and the shape-shifting
imagination of his four-year-old son–provoke a series of reflections on the ways in
which nation-states create the problems that drive immigration, and how the
abolition of borders could make the world a more sustainable, habitable place for
all. Praise for Build Bridges, Not Walls: "Todd Miller’s deeply reported, empathetic
writing on the American border is some of the most essential journalism being
done today. As this book reveals, the militarization of our border is a simmering
crisis that harms vulnerable people every day. It’s impossible to read his work
without coming away changed."—Adam Conover, creator and host of Adam
Ruins Everything and host of Factually! "All of Todd Miller’s work is essential
reading, but Build Bridges, Not Walls is his most compelling, insightful work
yet."—Dean Spade, author of Mutual Aid: Building Solidarity During This Crises
(And the Next) "Miller calls us to see how borders subject millions of people to
violence, dehumanization, and early death. More importantly, he highlights the
urgent necessity to abolish not only borders, but the nation-state itself."—A.
Naomi Paik, author of Bans, Walls Raids, Sanctuary: Understanding U.S.
Immigration for the Twenty-First Century and Rightlessness: Testimony and
Redress in U.S. Prison Camps Since World War II "Miller lays bare the
senselessness and soullessness of the nation-state and its borders and border
walls, and reimagines, in their place, a complete and total restoration, therefore



redemption, of who we are, and of who we are in desperate need of
becoming."—Brandon Shimoda, author of The Grave on the Wall "Miller’s latest
book is a personal, wide-ranging, and impassioned call for abolishing borders."—
John Washington, author of The Dispossessed: A Story of Asylum and the US-
Mexican Border and Beyond
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