
Breaking Borders: Unveiling the Hidden
Agendas of Carceral States

In an era of increasing globalization and interconnectedness, the concept of
borders has become a sensitive subject. Borders are not only physical structures;
they shape our societies, our politics, and even our identities. However, it is
important to question the motives behind the actions countries take to reinforce
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their borders. Concealed within the rhetoric of national security lies a darker
reality: the rise of carceral states. In this article, we will explore the phenomenon
of caging borders and how it contributes to the creation of carceral states.

The Rise of Carceral States

A carceral state can be defined as a society in which extensive systems of
surveillance, control, and punishment supplant traditional civic institutions. While
the purpose of these measures is often framed as maintaining law and order, they
also serve to perpetuate power imbalances and control dissent. Carceral states
rely heavily on the criminalization and incarceration of marginalized individuals,
effectively silencing and oppressing them.
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Consequences of Caging Borders

The establishment of strict border controls plays a significant role in the creation
of carceral states. The rhetoric surrounding border security often exploits public
fears of terrorism, crime, and economic instability to justify invasive and
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discriminatory policies. By justifying the need for heightened surveillance and
tighter control over immigration, governments consolidate their power and erode
civil liberties.

One consequence of caging borders is the creation of a climate of fear and
suspicion. The vilification of immigrants and refugees perpetuates xenophobia
and exacerbates societal divisions. This fosters an environment where mass
surveillance, racial profiling, and arbitrary detentions become normalized. As a
result, the line between law enforcement and authoritarian control becomes
increasingly blurred.

The Human Cost

Behind the statistics and the political rhetoric, we must not forget the human cost
of caging borders and the growth of carceral states. Families separated, lives
disrupted, and dreams shattered. These are often the untold stories of those who
fell victims to oppressive immigration policies. The psychological toll on both
individuals and communities is immeasurable.

Alternatives to Carceral Borders

While the challenges posed by global migration are undoubtedly complex, it is
crucial to explore alternatives to carceral borders. Humanitarian approaches that
emphasize empathy, dignity, and compassion are needed. The focus should shift
towards addressing the root causes of migration and creating mechanisms for
safe and legal pathways.

Investing in education, job creation, and effective governance in countries of
origin can reduce the incentives for migration. Providing comprehensive support
to migrants, including access to legal aid and healthcare, can help create a fair
and just immigration system that respects human rights.



The caging of borders and the rise of carceral states represent a paradigm shift in
the way societies are governed. To break free from this cycle, we must challenge
the underlying motivations behind these policies and advocate for more humane
and equitable alternatives. The true strength of a society lies not in its ability to
confine and control, but in its capacity to embrace diversity, build solidarity, and
create inclusive communities.
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This volume considers the interconnection of racial oppression in the U.S. South
and West, presenting thirteen case studies that explore the ways in which citizens
and migrants alike have been caged, detained, deported, and incarcerated, and
what these practices tell us about state building, converging and coercive legal
powers, and national sovereignty. As these studies depict the institutional
development and state scaffolding of overlapping carceral regimes, they also
consider how prisoners and immigrants resisted such oppression and violence by
drawing on the transnational politics of human rights and liberation, transcending
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the isolation of incarceration, detention, deportation and the boundaries of
domestic law.

Contributors: Dan Berger, Ethan Blue, George T. Diaz, David Hernandez, Kelly
Lytle Hernandez, Pippa Holloway, Volker Janssen, Talitha L. LeFlouria, Heather
McCarty, Douglas K. Miller, Vivien Miller, Donna Murch, and Keramet Ann Reiter.
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