
Blow Your Own Horn Horn Heresies: Unveiling
the Secrets of Mastery
Get ready to embark on a thrilling journey into the world of horn playing! In this
article, we will explore the art of "Blowing Your Own Horn" and debunk some
common myths surrounding this fascinating instrument. Get ready to unleash
your inner virtuoso and discover the secrets of mastery!

Unveiling the Mysteries of Horn Playing

For centuries, the horn has been a symbol of power, elegance, and finesse. From
classical symphonies to modern jazz improvisations, the horn has played a vital
role in shaping the world of music. However, behind the virtuosic performances
lies a plethora of misconceptions and myths that have stood the test of time.

Now is the time to challenge these so-called "Horn Heresies" and embark on a
journey towards mastery. Whether you are a seasoned horn player or a curious
music lover, this article will leave you inspired and knowledgeable about the
amazing instrument that is the horn.
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The Myth of the Inaccessible Horn

One of the most common misconceptions surrounding the horn is its perceived
difficulty. Many believe that horn playing is an inaccessible art reserved only for
the select few with extraordinary talent. However, the truth is far from that.

Horn playing, like any other instrument, requires dedication and practice. With the
right guidance and techniques, anyone can learn to play the horn proficiently. In
this article, we will demystify the journey towards becoming a skilled horn player
and provide you with essential tips to help you on your path to mastery.

Blowing Your Own Horn: Techniques for Success

Blowing your own horn isn't just a figure of speech; it's a metaphor for embracing
your talents and overcoming challenges. In this section, we will explore the
techniques that will help you on your journey to becoming a master horn player.

The Power of Breath Control

One of the key secrets to horn mastery lies in breath control. Understanding how
to utilize your breath effectively will unlock new levels of expression and precision
in your playing. We will delve into the world of breathing exercises, diaphragmatic
control, and techniques to enhance your overall sound quality.

Maintaining a Solid Embouchure

The embouchure, which refers to the positioning and movement of your lips,
mouth, and jaw, plays a crucial role in horn playing. We will discuss the
importance of developing a strong and flexible embouchure and provide you with
exercises to improve your technique.
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Overcoming Range Limitations

Expanding your range on the horn can be a challenging endeavor. However, with
the right approach, you can surpass your limitations and unlock a world of
possibilities. We will explore exercises and strategies to help you extend your
range and conquer difficult passages.

Debunking Common Horn Heresies

Throughout history, various myths and misconceptions have plagued the world of
horn playing. In this section, we will debunk some of these common "Horn
Heresies" and shed light on the truth behind them.

Myth #1: The Horn is a "Male" Instrument

Contrary to popular belief, the horn is not exclusively a "male" instrument. While
historically dominated by male players, women have made significant
contributions to the world of horn playing. We will explore some exemplary female
horn players and challenge the long-held notion that the horn is a gender-specific
instrument.

Myth #2: The Horn is a "Loud" Instrument

Another common misconception is that the horn is an overwhelmingly loud
instrument. While it can certainly produce powerful sounds, the horn also
possesses a wide dynamic range, capable of producing delicate and nuanced
tones. We will demystify this heresy and delve into the versatility of the horn's
sound palette.

Myth #3: The Horn is Only for Classical Music

While the horn has a rich history in classical music, its potential extends far
beyond that genre. From jazz ensembles to rock bands, the horn has found its



place in various musical styles. We will explore the diverse range of musical
genres where the horn shines and break the stereotype that it is exclusively a
classical instrument.

Embrace the Horn: Your Path to Mastery

As we conclude this epic journey into the world of horn playing, we invite you to
embrace the horn and unleash your inner virtuoso. Through dedication, practice,
and a willingness to challenge conventional wisdom, you can embark on a path
towards mastery.

Remember, the horn is not just an instrument; it is a gateway to expression,
creativity, and self-discovery. So, blow your own horn proudly and immerse
yourself in the enchanting world of horn playing!
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Fergus McWilliam has been a member of the Berlin Philharmonic since 1985 and
was a founding member of the Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet in 1988. He has
spent the last twenty years touring the world with the Berlin Philharmonic and has
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made over a dozen recordings with his ensemble. During his career, he has
performed with many of the major conductors of our times, including Herbert von
Karajan, Claudio Ababado, Sir Simon Rattle, Leonard Bernstein, Carlos Kleiber,
Seiji Ozawa, Pierre Boulez, James Levine, Daniel Barenboim and more. In
addition, McWilliam also founded the Horns of Berlin Philharmonic and has
helped re-establish the Winds of Berlin Philharmonic. His solo and chamber
music activities continue to take him throughout Europe, the Americas and the
Far East. Fergus McWilliam is also an internationally esteemed and sought-after
teacher. He continues to give master classes at leading music schools in many
countries, including the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra Academy, the Hans-Eisler
Musikhochschule in Berlin, the Royal Academy of Music and the Guildhall School
in London, the Paris Conservatoire, the Tokyo University of Fine Arts, the Royal
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in Glasgow, the Venezuela Youth Music
programme and more. Blow your OWN Horn is Fergus McWilliams ‘take’ on horn
playing and more generally on music education. Written in a very spirited style,
the book covers all aspects of playing and the profession, including, practical
elements such as: auditions, embouchure, breathing, exercises. In addition,
McWilliam explores topics such as: mind games, attitude, strategies, relativity,
under pressure, why do we need teachers and much more
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