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French literature has always been renowned for its richness and depth. From the
timeless elegance of Honoré de Balzac to the whimsical tales of Guy de
Maupassant, French authors have crafted some of the most captivating short
stories in literary history. In this special collection, we present to you 28 must-read
short stories by French authors that will transport you to different worlds, evoke
strong emotions, and keep you turning the pages.

1. The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant
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Illustration for "The Necklace" - Guy de Maupassant
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"The Necklace" is a renowned masterpiece by Guy de Maupassant that explores
themes of greed and social hierarchies. Set in late 19th-century Paris, the story
follows Mathilde Loisel, a charming but discontented wife who yearns for a life of
luxury and extravagance. When she borrows a diamond necklace for a high-
profile event, her life takes an unexpected turn. This poignant tale leaves readers
pondering the consequences of deception and the true value of material
possessions.

2. The Horla by Guy de Maupassant
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Illustration for "The Horla" - Guy de Maupassant

Prepare to be enthralled by Guy de Maupassant's supernatural masterpiece,
"The Horla." This gripping story follows an unnamed narrator as he descends into
madness, haunted by an invisible presence known as the Horla. As the story
unfolds, Maupassant skillfully blurs the line between reality and the narrator's
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deteriorating mental state. Confronting themes of isolation, sanity, and the
unknown, "The Horla" is a must-read for lovers of psychological thrillers.

3. The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots by Mark Twain

Illustration for "The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots" - Mark Twain

Though Mark Twain is primarily associated with American literature, "The Little
Frenchman and His Water Lots" showcases his ability to explore universal
themes with his trademark wit and humor. This humorous short story satirizes the
human nature of greed and ambition. Follow the misadventures of a Frenchman
named Napoleon Bonaparte Patterson as he tries to sell water lots in a small
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Missouri town. Twain's sharp observations and clever narrative make this story an
enjoyable and thought-provoking read.

4. A Simple Soul by Gustave Flaubert

Illustration for "A Simple Soul" - Gustave Flaubert
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Gustave Flaubert's "A Simple Soul" transports readers to the French countryside,
capturing the essence of a simple maid named Felicité. Through her selfless
devotion and unwavering faith, Felicité navigates the highs and lows of life with
remarkable resilience. Flaubert's evocative prose and emotional depth make this
story a heartwarming ode to the oft-overlooked heroes of society.

5. The Legend of St. Julian the Hospitaller by Gustave Flaubert
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Illustration for "The Legend of St. Julian the Hospitaller" - Gustave Flaubert

Gustave Flaubert weaves a dark and mythical tale in "The Legend of St. Julian
the Hospitaller." This story follows Saint Julian, a cursed nobleman destined to be
a great hunter and merciless killer. As the narrative unfolds, Flaubert delves into
the psyche of his complex protagonist, exploring themes of redemption, guilt, and
the struggle to break free from predetermined fate. Immerse yourself in this
mesmerizing story that will leave you questioning the nature of humanity and the
powers that shape our lives.

"The best short stories by French authors provide a tapestry of emotions,
captivating narratives, and profound insights into the human condition. Take a
journey through these 28 masterpieces and experience the magic of French
literature at its finest. Prepare to be spellbound!"

From the enduring legacy of Guy de Maupassant to the enchanting works of
Gustave Flaubert, the French literary tradition continues to captivate readers
around the world. The best short stories by French authors offer glimpses into
different eras, perspectives, and emotions, reminding us of the universal human
experiences we all share.

Whether you are a fan of psychological thrillers, heartwarming tales, or thought-
provoking narratives, this special collection curated just for you brings together
the very best of French literature. Explore the depths of human nature, unravel
the mysteries of the supernatural, and immerse yourself in the vivid imagery and
masterful storytelling that make these short stories timeless treasures.

So, grab a cup of coffee, find a cozy spot, and embark on this literary journey
through the Best Short Stories by French Authors - Special Collection | 28 Must-



Read Stories. Let the words transport you to captivating worlds, evoke strong
emotions, and ignite your imagination.
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The French authors are great pioneers in the short story format, with famous
names of this genre such as Guy de Maupassant and Honore de Balzac. For the
present book, the critic August Nemo has carefully selected seven short stories
that exemplify the French tradition of the short story:

- A Passion in the Desert by Honore de Balzac
- The Mummy's Foot by Theophile Gautier
- The Torture of Hope by Villiers de L'isle Adam
- The Necklace by Guy De Maupassant
- The Dance of Death by Gustave Flaubert
- Our Lady's Juggler by Anatole France
- Doctor Ox's Experiment by Jules Verne
For more books with interesting themes, be sure to check the other books in this
collection!
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Take Control Of Your Network Marketing Career
Are you tired of working long hours to build someone else's dream? Do
you dream of escaping the monotonous 9-to-5 job and achieving financial
freedom? ...

The Enigmatic Talent of Rype Jen Selk: A
Musical Journey Like No Other
When it comes to musical prodigies, there are few that can match the
enigmatic talent of Rype Jen Selk. With a musical journey that spans
across genres and ignites a...

Unveiling the Rich History and Poetry of Shiraz
in Iranian Studies 10
When it comes to the cultural heritage of Iran, few cities can rival the
richness and significance of Shiraz. Known as the City of Love and
Poetry, Shiraz has...

How Impatience Can Be Painful In French And
English
: In today's fast-paced world, impatience has become an ever-present
aspect of our lives. We are constantly seeking instant gratification,
wanting things to happen quickly...
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Sewing For Sissy Maids - Unleashing Your
Creative Side
Are you ready to dive into the enchanting world of sewing for sissy
maids? Whether you want to create your own beautiful sissy maid outfits
or indulge in...

GST Compensation to States: Ensuring Fiscal
Stability during the Pandemic
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, governments around the world
have been grappling with the economic fallout, trying to find ways to
stabilize their economies and...

Learn How to Play Blackjack: A Comprehensive
Guide for Beginners
Blackjack, also known as twenty-one, is one of the most popular card
games in both brick-and-mortar and online casinos. This thrilling game of
skill and luck has been...

Complete Guide Through Belgium And Holland
Or Kingdoms Of The United
Welcome, travel enthusiasts, to a complete guide through Belgium and
Holland - the enchanting Kingdoms of the United! This picturesque region
offers a delightful...
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