
All About The Amish: Answers To Common
Questions
Amish communities have long fascinated people around the world. Their unique
way of life, steeped in tradition and simplicity, has captured the curiosity of many.
In this article, we will delve into the world of the Amish and answer some common
questions people have about their lifestyle. So, let's dive in and explore the
intriguing world of the Amish.

Who are the Amish?

The Amish are a religious group that originated in Switzerland in the late 17th
century. They follow a strict interpretation of Christianity and live a simple,
agrarian lifestyle. The Amish believe in living a life separate from the modern
world, shunning most forms of technology and embracing traditional practices.

Their communities are close-knit and tightly bound, emphasizing the importance
of family and community. The Amish live by a set of unwritten rules called the
"Ordnung," which governs all aspects of their lives, from the clothes they wear to
the way they interact with the outside world.
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Do the Amish use electricity?

One of the most well-known aspects of the Amish lifestyle is their rejection of
modern technology. While this is generally true, it is important to clarify that the
degree of technology usage varies among different Amish communities. Most
Amish do not have access to grid electricity and refrain from using appliances like
televisions, computers, or phones. However, some Amish may use alternative
sources of power such as propane or diesel generators for limited purposes.

Why do the Amish dress the way they do?

The clothing worn by the Amish is a reflection of their religious beliefs and
commitment to living a humble, non-worldly life. The Amish dress modestly, with
men typically wearing plain button-down shirts, suspenders, dark trousers, and
broad-brimmed hats. Women wear long dresses, aprons, and bonnets. The
clothing style has remained largely unchanged for centuries, symbolizing their
separation from mainstream society and dedication to simplicity.

What is Rumspringa?

Rumspringa is a period of freedom and exploration that Amish teenagers
experience. Traditionally, around the age of 16, Amish youth are given the
opportunity to experience the outside world and determine if they want to commit
to the Amish way of life as adults. During this time, they are allowed to engage in
activities not typical of the Amish, such as owning cars, using phones, or wearing
contemporary clothing. At the end of Rumspringa, the teenagers must make a
decision: either join the Amish church and embrace their way of life or leave the
Amish community altogether.
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How do the Amish educate their children?

The Amish value education but prefer a more practical approach rather than
formal schooling. Amish children attend one-room schoolhouses until the eighth
grade, where they learn basic reading, writing, and arithmetic. After completing
their education, they focus on acquiring skills necessary for their future life in the
community, such as farming, carpentry, or homemaking. Education in Amish
communities emphasizes practical skills that will enable individuals to contribute
to their community's well-being.

Why do the Amish use horse-drawn carriages?

The use of horse-drawn carriages is another visible symbol of the Amish way of
life. It aligns with their desire to distance themselves from modern conveniences
and embrace a simpler lifestyle. The Amish rely on horse-drawn buggies as their
primary means of transportation, emphasizing their belief in simplicity, self-
sufficiency, and a connection to nature.

What is Amish furniture, and why is it popular?

Amish furniture refers to the handmade, solid wood furniture crafted by Amish
artisans. Amish craftsmanship is highly regarded due to its exceptional quality,
attention to detail, and traditional techniques. The furniture's popularity stems
from its durability, timeless aesthetics, and the use of solid wood, which
contributes to its longevity. Amish furniture is often considered an investment
piece that transcends trends and can be passed down through generations.

The Amish lifestyle offers an enticing glimpse into a simpler way of life that
contrasts with the rapid advancements and complexities of modern society. By
embracing traditions, rejecting technology, and prioritizing community and family,
the Amish have created a distinct world that continues to captivate outsiders.



Hopefully, this article has provided you with answers to some common questions
about the Amish and shed light on their unique customs and beliefs. While their
way of life may seem unconventional to most, it serves as a reminder of the rich
diversity and myriad ways human beings choose to navigate the world.
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Everything you want to know about the Amish but are afraid to ask.
Do the Amish pay taxes? Are they Christians? Why do they use horses and
buggies but agree to ride in other people’s cars? And how can they even survive
in the contemporary world?
In All about the Amish, Amish expert Karen Johnson-Weiner answers the most
commonly asked questions people have about the Old Order Amish. After more
than thirty years of being friends with the Amish and studying their faith and
culture, Johnson-Weiner offers authoritative answers to the most common
questions about the unique Amish faith and lifestyle.
Got questions about Amish beliefs? Families? Churches? Schools? What they
think about the rest of us? Find answers here.
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