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Slavery and the slave trade were some of the darkest chapters in human history.
For centuries, Africans endured unimaginable sufferings as they were forcibly
taken from their homes and subjected to a life of bondage. However, amidst this

painful history, it is crucial to recognize and amplify the African voices that have
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long been silenced. This article seeks to shed light on the thoughts, experiences,

and resilience of those Africans who lived through slavery and the slave trade.

Understanding the African Perspective

The African perspective on slavery is often overlooked or overshadowed by
narratives told predominantly from a Western point of view. However, it is
essential to acknowledge and understand the African experience to obtain a

comprehensive understanding of this tragic period in history.
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African Voices Resonating through Time

Despite centuries of oppression and attempted erasure, African voices on slavery
and the slave trade have managed to reach us. These voices serve as a
testament to the resilience, strength, and indomitable spirit of a people who

refused to be silenced.
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Preserving African Narratives for Future Generations

Preserving African narratives on slavery and the slave trade is of utmost
importance. By amplifying these voices, we can ensure that the true history of this
period is never forgotten. Future generations need to hear these stories to gain a
deeper appreciation and understanding of the atrocities committed during the era

of slavery.

As we reflect on the legacy of slavery and the slave trade, it is crucial to give
space and importance to the African voices that have long been marginalized.
Only by listening to these voices can we truly comprehend the magnitude of the
pain, resistance, and ultimate triumph that defined the African experience during
this dark time in history. Let us honor and remember these voices, ensuring that

they are never silenced again.
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What were the experiences of those in Africa who suffered from the practice of
slavery, those who found themselves captured and sold from person to person,
those who died on the trails, those who were forced to live in fear? And what of
those Africans who profited from the slave trade and slavery? What were their
perspectives? How do we access any of these experiences and views? This
volume explores diverse sources such as oral testimonies, possession rituals,
Arabic language sources, European missionary, administrative and court records
and African intellectual writings to discover what they can tell us about slavery
and the slave trade in Africa. Also discussed are the methodologies that can be
used to uncover the often hidden experiences of Africans embedded in these
sources. This book will be invaluable for students and researchers interested in

the history of slavery, the slave trade and post-slavery in Africa.
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