About US Marine Corps and RAAF Hornet
Units of Operation Iragi Freedom Combat

The Operation Iraqi Freedom marked a significant chapter in the history of
international military operations. It involved the United States Marine Corps
(USMC) and the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Hornet Units, who played vital

roles in combat against Iraqi forces.

The USMC, one of the most prestigious military branches in the United States,
showcased the courage, dedication, and unwavering commitment of the brave
men and women who served during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Their efforts in Iraq
contributed greatly to the overall success of the mission, liberating the Iraqi

people and dismantling Saddam Hussein's regime.

Deployed to Iraq in 2003, the USMC utilized various military assets, including
ground forces, armored vehicles, and aircraft. The Marine Corps aviators, also
known as the "Black Sheep," operated fighter jets, helicopters, and transport
planes, providing air support and conducting various missions critical to the

success of the operation.
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Among the aircraft employed by the USMC, the F/A-18 Hornet played a pivotal
role in combat operations. Equipped with exceptional capabilities, the Hornets
were responsible for conducting close-air support, air interdiction, and
reconnaissance missions. Their versatility allowed them to adapt to the dynamic

nature of the battlefield and provide valuable assistance to ground forces.

The RAAF Hornet Units, consisting of Australian pilots and ground support
personnel, joined the USMC in combat during Operation Iraqi Freedom. The
Royal Australian Air Force proved to be a formidable ally with their expertise,
equipment, and commitment to the mission. The Australian Hornets integrated
seamlessly with the USMC, enhancing the joint operations and significantly

contributing to the achievement of operational objectives.

Throughout the conflict, the USMC and RAAF Hornet Units faced numerous
challenges and encountered hostile situations. Their ability to maintain
composure, execute intricate strategies, and respond swiftly to changing
circumstances demonstrated the high level of training and professionalism
exhibited by these military units. In the face of danger, they stood united, showing

immense bravery and dedication to the mission's success.

Operation Iraqi Freedom was not without its sacrifices. Many Marines and
Australian personnel paid the ultimate price, losing their lives in the line of duty.
Their selflessness and sacrifice should never be forgotten, and we owe them a

debt of gratitude for their service in securing a better future for Iraqg.
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The US Marine Corps and RAAF Hornet Units' contributions during Operation
Iragi Freedom showcased the effectiveness of joint operations and the
importance of international cooperation in achieving military objectives. Their
collaboration served as a testament to the strength of the bond between the
United States and Australia, highlighting their shared commitment to global peace

and security.

Today, the valiant efforts of the USMC and RAAF Hornet Units continue to inspire
current and future generations of military personnel. Their legacy serves as a
reminder of the bravery and sacrifice required to ensure a safer world. Operation
Iragi Freedom remains an important historical event, highlighting the ongoing

need for international collaboration in addressing global challenges.

, the US Marine Corps and RAAF Hornet Units played key roles in Operation Iraqi
Freedom, demonstrating their resilience, skills, and commitment to the mission.
Their efforts contributed greatly to the successful accomplishment of the
operation and symbolized the spirit of cooperation between nations. The legacy
of the brave individuals who served during this period will forever be honored,

serving as a reminder of the sacrifices made to secure a brighter future.
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Some 84 of the 250 Hornets committed by Central Command to Operation Iraqi
Freedom (OIF) proudly bore MARINE titling on their rear fuselages. A further 14
were marked with the distinctive kangaroo roundel of the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF). The exploits achieved by the units that flew these jets into combat
is detailed in this volume, the third of three titles published in the Combat Aircraft
series on what has been dubbed by many TACAIR insiders the 'Hornet's War'.
Although the bulk of this book deals with the major hostilities phase of OIF |,
which ran from 20 March to 20 April 2003, the decade of pre-war OSW missions
and ongoing post-war OIF Il operations are also covered in significant detail from
the Marine Corps perspective. Profusely illustrated with rare frontline photography
and more than 30 specially commissioned colour artworks, this book also

features the combat experiences of 24 pilots and Weapons Systems Officers.
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