10 Rabbit Behaviour Problems Solved -
Tamsin Stone

Rabbits are delightful and fascinating creatures to have as pets, but like any
animal, they can sometimes exhibit behavior problems that can be challenging for
their owners. In this article, we will discuss ten common rabbit behavior problems
and provide useful solutions to address them. Whether you are a new rabbit
owner or have had rabbits for a while, you'll find valuable tips and insights to help

you better understand and resolve these issues.

1. Chewing Furniture and Wires

Rabbits have a natural instinct to chew, which can lead to destructive behavior
like furniture and wire chewing. To solve this problem, provide your rabbit with
plenty of appropriate chewing toys, such as cardboard tubes, wooden blocks, or
chew sticks. Also, rabbit-proof your living space by covering wires with plastic

tubing or using cable covers.

2. Aggressive Behavior

If your rabbit becomes aggressive, it's crucial to identify the underlying cause.
Aggression can be triggered by territorial issues, fear, pain, or hormonal
imbalances. Consult with a veterinarian or a rabbit behavior specialist to
determine the cause and create a tailored plan to address and modify your

rabbit's behavior.
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3. Digging and Burrowing

Rabbits are natural diggers and burrowers, but this behavior can become
problematic if they start digging in unwanted areas. To redirect their digging
behavior, provide a designated digging box filled with suitable material like
shredded paper or hay. Make this box more enticing than the areas you want

them to avoid.

4. Spraying Urine

Unneutered male rabbits may exhibit territorial spraying behavior to mark their
territory. This behavior can be resolved by neutering or spaying your rabbit. If they
continue spraying after the procedure, consult a veterinarian to rule out any

underlying medical issues or possible stress triggers.

5. Biting and Nipping

Rabbit bites and nips can be painful and sometimes challenging to address. To
prevent biting behavior, start by gently handling and socializing your rabbit from a
young age. Use positive reinforcement, reward-based training, and provide plenty

of mental and physical stimulation to curb this behavior.

6. Evasive Behavior during Handling
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Rabbits may become evasive and attempt to escape when handled, especially if
they feel frightened or insecure. Gradually introduce your rabbit to being touched
and picked up, providing treats and positive reinforcement during each session.
Create a safe and secure environment where your rabbit feels comfortable during

handling.

7. Excessive Chinning

Chinning is a natural behavior where rabbits mark their belongings with their chin
scent glands. However, excessive chinning can become a problem, especially
when they start marking your furniture or other items. Provide your rabbit with
designated items they can chin, such as cardboard boxes or toys. This will help

redirect the behavior to appropriate objects.

8. Soiling Outside the Litter Box

Rabbits can be litter box trained, but accidents may happen. If your rabbit
repeatedly soils outside the litter box, review the size and type of litter box you
are using. Ensure it is large enough for your rabbit to comfortably use and
cleaned regularly. Also, consider adding extra litter boxes in different areas to

increase accessibility for your rabbit.

9. Excessive Noise Making

Sometimes rabbits can be surprisingly noisy pets, especially during late hours.
Generally, this behavior is associated with loneliness, boredom, or seeking
attention. Ensure your rabbit's enclosure is spacious and enriching, provide a
variety of toys, and spend quality interactive time with them daily to alleviate

excessive noise making.

10. Destructive Behavior



Rabbits love to explore, but this curiosity can lead to destructive behavior like
chewing on baseboards, carpets, or furniture. Create a safe and enriching
environment for your rabbit, ensuring they have plenty of toys, tunnels, and
hideouts to keep them mentally and physically stimulated. Supervise their

playtime and redirect any destructive behavior to appropriate objects.

Understanding and addressing rabbit behavior problems can greatly enhance the
bond between you and your furry friend. By implementing the solutions discussed
in this article, you will be well-equipped to tackle common rabbit behavior issues
effectively. Remember, patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement are key
to successfully modifying your rabbit's behavior and ensuring they lead happy,

healthy lives as cherished members of your family.
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If you love your rabbit but his (or her) behaviour is driving you crazy, this is the
book for you. | take the ten most common rabbit behaviour problems and explain

the reasons behind them and, most importantly, how to resolve them.
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The following problems are covered:

1.My rabbit chews at the cage bars

2.My rabbit won’t come near me

3.My rabbit hates being picked up

4.My rabbit is aggressive towards people
5.My rabbit has bad litter box habits

6.My rabbit digs the carpet

7.My rabbit chews things he shouldn’t

8.My rabbit won’t go back in the cage

9.My rabbit is aggressive towards other rabbits

10.My rabbit spends all day doing nothing
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